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OREGON'S IMMIGRANT RIGl-fTS ORGANIZATION 
March 22, 2017 

Mayor Wheeler and Portland City Council members, 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of this resolution that declares the City of Portland a 
Welcoming City, a Sanctuary City, and an Inclusive City for all. 

My name is Andrea Williams, I am the Executive Director of Causa, Oregon's immigrant rights 
organization. Over the last 20 years, we've been a key advocate in Oregon for immigration reform, 
DACA, Tuition Equity, and driver licenses. Today' s resolution is very close to our hearts, and we hope 
to see ongoing support for the city's immigrant communities through additional city initiatives. 

The week after the Presidential election, Mayor Wheeler's transition team was in touch with me and 
other advocates that work with the immigrant community asking us about Sanctuary-what it meant, 
what it could do. I want to first say, thank you for reaching out in that difficult week, it meant so much 
to me. At that time in November, we were anticipating the worst changes to immigration enforcement, 
and indeed, now in March, we are beginning to see the negative impacts of the President's executive 
orders. 

It's an uncertain time for many immigrant families; many have been afraid of going to the court 
house, taking their children to school, and going to local government buildings for fear of running 
into Immigration Customs Enforcement agents who are lurking around on our street comers 
downtown, and following people in their cars. It' s vital that immigrant families hear loud and clear 
from the city that they won't be under threat of deportation and separation of their family for simply 
calling the police for help or accessing other services the city provides. 

Passing this resolution reiterates and clarifies the city's policy when it comes to interacting with 
immigration enforcement. It also strengthens the city's policy by including a training component to 
ensure that staff are complying with the law and understand how to respond if contacted by ICE, 
which is critical to building trust with community. 

It takes years to build trust, but it only takes seconds for that trust to be broken. Just recently, we 
read reports by the Portland Tribune of how a Multnomah County Sheriffs deputy helped ICE 
arrest an undocumented individual with no criminal conviction last summer. Those kinds of stories 
are huge setbacks for local law enforcement. Let's make sure that doesn't happen with the Portland 
Police Department, or any agency that is part of the City of Portland by passing and implementing 
this resolution. 

Over the last 3 months, Causa has worked with cities to pass similar local resolutions that prevent 
local resources from being used to separate immigrant families. So far, McMinnville, Salem, 
Newberg, Hillsboro, Astoria, and Eugene have passed similar resolutions. I'm excited to see 
Portland join this growing list. 
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I urge your support of this resolution, and thank you for the work you've already put in to making 
this hearing happen. I also invite you to continue to work with Causa and other community 
advocates as we continue to find ways to improve city policies and practices so that we can further 
support immigrant communities in Portland. There ' s still much to be done. Thank you for the 
opportunity to support this resolution today. 
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Attached please find SEIU's written testimony for the inclusivity resolution this afternoon. 
Thank you, 
Louis 
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Mayor Wheeler and Portland Commissioners, 

SEIU Locals 49 and 503 's represent over 75,000 Oregonians across the 
state that work in health care, property services, home care, and as public 
employees. We would like to express their full support for the Welcoming 
and Inclusivity Resolution that you will be considering on March 22nd

, 

2017. Accepting everyone is a tenet of both our union and our 
community, and it is critical that Portland publicly states its support of our 
most vulnerable residents and does everything in its legal power to keep 
them safe. 

Over the past two months, families have been torn apart while people 
have been trying to get to work, pick up their kids, or even attend court 
hearings. As fear has grown, our safety and integrity as a community 
declines. You, as the leaders of our community, must make a public 
declaration that this will not be tolerated in Portland; and that local 
resources will be used for local priorities, not supporting the separation of 
hard-working families. 

This fear people feel has affected our community is so many negative 
ways. Businesses have seen a drop in patrons, kids miss days of schools, 
people do not report crimes committed in their neighborhoods. And it is 
what makes the training component of this resolution all the more 
important. This is just the first step in rebuilding a trust with residents that 
has been eroding over the last few months. 

Please join McMinnville, Salem, Astoria and many other communities 
who have already passed similar resolutions, and make Portland a 
welcoming and inclusive city. It would benefit our education, economy, 
public safety, and lives of thousands of Portlanders. 

Thank you, 

Meg Niemi 
President 
SEIU, Local 49 

Brian Rudiger 
Executive Director 
SEIU, Local 503 

Steve Demarest 
President 
SEIU, Local 503 


